
 

¡Feliz Navidad y próspero año nuevo! (Spanish) 

Buon Natale e felice anno nuovo (Italian) 

Il -Milied Ǩieni u Awguri gǩas-sena l-ǣdida (Maltese) 

Nollaig shona duit/daoibh. Athbhliain faoi mhaise duit/daoibh (Irish) 

Chúc Giáng Sinh Vui V  và Chúc Năm M i T t Lành (Vietnamese) 

Maligayang Pasko at Manigong Bagong Taon (Filipino) 

kariistumasu aashamsakal)  

nava-valsara aashamsakal) (Malayalam)

Feliz Natal e próspero ano novo / Feliz Ano Novo (Portuguese) 
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Nativity Scene at St. Peterôs Church (St. Josephôs Shrine) 

http://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/christmas/christmas_pt.mp3
http://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/christmas/newyear_pt.mp3
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PARTY TIME  

 This year, the annual International Dinner Dance was held 

on October 15th. Sponsored by the Hispanic Community of Saint 

Peter Parish, parishioners and local dignitaries including Mayor 

and Mrs. Raymond Kimble came together in the school auditorium 

for an evening of dancing, socializing and sampling of the deli-

cious home-made food.  Honorees included Father Javier Losar-

cos, Mrs. Carmen Alvarado and Mr. Wilson Valentin.  Father 

Javier is well known to Saint Peterôs parishioners.  He was wel-

comed by Monsignor John Byrne to minister to the growing num-

ber of Spanish speaking members in the 1980ôs.   This year, Father 

Javier is celebrating his sixtieth anniversary of ordination to the 

priesthood. Both Mrs. Alvarado and Mr. Valentin are valued mem-

bers of the parish, tirelessly sharing their many talents for the good 

of our parish community. 

Entertainment for the evening was provided by DJ Julian Matos and the folkloric dance group, Ayazamana, who not 

only demonstrated various Ecuadorian dances, but also engaged many in the audience in participating in the dances as 

well.                    

Top: Fr. Javier Losarcos receives a commemorative plague from Belleville Mayor Raymond Kimble. Middle (from left: Mrs. Car-

men Alvarado, Mr. Wilson Valentin and Fr. Losarcos after the presentations. Bottom: Members of Ayazamana entertain those in 

attendance 
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Mass of Remembrance 
One of the most moving 

liturgical celebrations at 

St. Peterôs parish is the 

annual ñMass of Re-

membrance.ò This spe-

cial mass was celebrated 

on November 5, 2011 at 

10:00 AM and was con-

celebrated by our three 

parish priests and Dea-

con Julio.  The parish-

ioners who had died dur-

ing the year past were 

remembered in a special 

way during the Eucharistic Prayer where Father Ivan 

mentioned all fifty-nine by name. At front of the 

church, to the right of the altar, there was placed a 

Book of Remembrance with the names of the de-
ceased, a table with mementos which some of the 

families presented and the Easter Candle. After Mass 

the congregation was invited to the rectory for a light 

breakfast. 

 THANKSGIVING MASS  

This past November saw a major erosion of 

the meaning of the holiday of Thanksgiving.  Hoards 

of Americans spent all or part of the day encamped 

outside of mega stores waiting to rush in to purchase 

goods at marked down prices.  For many, this re-

placed having dinner and sharing time with family. 

However, a very different mood prevailed here 

at Saint Peter Parish.  At the Thanksgiving Mass, con-

celebrated by all our priests and assisted by our dea-

cons, our parish family came together in a true sense 

of gratitude.  It was an opportunity to stop and be 

mindful of our many blessings.  It was also a time to 

meet and greet fellow parishioners whom we may not 

see regularly because they participate in other Masses 

on Sunday. 

As a sign of gratitude to God and of concern 

for others, many in attendance participated in the Of-

fertory Procession, bringing up food for the parish 

food pantry.  At the conclusion of Mass, loaves of 

bread were blessed and distributed to those in atten-

dance as a remembrance of the celebration of Mass. 

òBeauty Surrounds Usó 
Over the next several issues of Peterôs People we 

will be discussing the stained glass windows. St 

Peterôs is unique in that seven of the windows tell 

about the life of our patron saint, something I 

have not seen in other churches. All the events 

can be found in the Gospels and the Acts. The 

windows are more complex than first viewed.  

First of all the design is called English Gothic, 

which fits the design of the church. There are 

three panes in each window the traceries are long 

and pointed. At the top, we see four shaped buds 

with a religious symbol in the middle, each of the 

windows on the sides of the church keep this de-

sign. I have chosen the window in the front of the 

church, right hand side. It is from this incident 

that our parish gets its name. It comes from Acts 

12:7-8. Peter is in prison awaiting trail by Herod. 

An angel awakes him and frees him from his 

chains. Note that in all the windows Peter wears a 

blue garment. Look at the bud in the center top. It 

shows the chalice and host. The symbols change 

from window to window.  If you look at the bot-

tom center you will see the name of the parish-

ioner who donated the window nearly 100 years 

ago. In this case it is William Connolly. Let us 

keep him and his family in our prayers.   
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Top: On December 12, Deacon Guillermo Valladares celebrated 35 years of service to the Church and St. Peterôs in particular as 

an ordained deacon. Our parish celebrated this important milestone at the 10AM Mass on Gaudete Sunday. It was followed by a 

breakfast at the Rectory for Deacon Bill and Betty Valladaresô Family. 

Servers enjoy a bowling session November after their monthly altar-server meeting, coordinated by Fr. Mayhel Velasquez. 

 


